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doctrine on the testimony of forged documents, purporting
to be letters and decisions of the early bishops of Rome.
Notwithstanding their theoretic attitude of independence,
the Patriarchs of Constantinople, often rivals of the popes,
did in sporadic cases, when it suited their convenience, lend
countenance to the papal claims by appeals to the judgment
and authority of the occupants of the Roman See, especially
in regard to the iconoclastic controversy, which threatened
to split the Eastern church between the years 726 and 842*
The final breach between the East and the West, seriously
threatened in the ninth century under the leadership of
Photios, Ecumenical patriarch, became actual in 1054,
when Leo X was pope and Michael Cemlarius was Patri-
arch of Constantinople. The council then held at the East-
ern capital by request of the emperor, Constantlne Mono-
machus, and intended to adjust differences, which by that
time included many matters besides the papal supremacy/
came to nothing. The patriarch definitely refused to sub-
mit to the pope's authority, while the papal delegates, be-
fore departing in anger, laid upon the altar of Haint So-
phia a terrible sentence of anathema on Michael and his
followers. The definite nature of the split is illustrated in
the crusading period by two contemporary lines of patri-
archs over the Sees of Constantinople, Antioch and Jeru-
salem, respectively, the one Greek, the other Latin. On
the other hand, this period witnessed the beginnings of one
permanent return to Rome, when in 1182 the Monothelite
Maronites acknowledged their errors to the Latin Patriarch
of Antioch. Various attempts at reconciliation between the
two main branches of the church were made, with only brief
results. The last found voice at the Councils of Perrara
and Florence, held in 1438-1439. At the closing scenes of
the Council of Florence an act of union of the Eastern and
Western churches was signed, notwithstanding the fierce
opposition of the party led by Mark, Bishop of Ephesus.
1 Besides the chief points of difference—the procession of the Holy
Spirit or filioque clause, the papal supremacy, the azyma, purgatory,
and the enforced celibacy of the clergy—such minor matters as the
beards of the priest? were included,

